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“YOU ARE NOT MY ENEMY” BY DREW CAMERON MARK PINTO AND KOJI PINTO IS FROM CELEBRATE PEOPLE’S HISTORY/IRAQ VETERANS 
AGAINST THE WAR: TEN YEARS OF FIGHTING FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, A PORTFOLIO THAT CELEBRATED IVAW’S FIRST TEN YEARS AND WAS PROD
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equality.” In his seminal article in oral history studies, 

what he described as "literally a mutual sighting.”

leveling, an intersubjective openness, we find oral history’s 

engaging what C. Wright Mills called the “sociological 
imagination.”

their institution’s rules and practices. In my case, because I 
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undergraduate and master’s degree work at 

 

and is presently enrolled as a master’s degree 

for society in the world and all that, but I’m also very 
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—
—

my head down and going, “Fuck.” I was like, “Oh my 
God, I hope I make it through the next few minutes.”

[Afghanistan’s] beautiful, but you got these huge 

You always think that it’s a desert, but a lot of 

somewhere and it’s impossible

And, you know, for the first time I'm thinking, ‘Why 

shooting at other people?’ These big questions started 

In that moment I realized. “Holy shit. We are too.”
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Some guys, when they get out go, “Fuck, you 

bullshit than we originally thought before joining.”

when we said “freedom!!!” or you know, “We'r
to fight for freedom!!!” and stuff like that....  It is 

I didn’t see that when I did my interviews with post 

ent from the ‘heroes’ of earlier wars.

Cheyenne Stone’s Experience

and veterans’ stuff. 

He was like, ‘Look, you can go, you can go to the 
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comes home trying to figure everything out. It’s this 

these moments and say, ‘I can talk about things that 
were really not me,’ you know? 

own head. [Now], the way that I talk about it’s more 
‘This is an experience that I did. There are things I 
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change, but I can't change those things.’

wounds of war. He’s on the road, starting a journey that will 

Elizabeth Jefimova’s Experience

way to Berchtesgaden, Hitler’s Alpine headquarters, from 

contact with traces of humanity’s violent past. 

ng through now because it doesn’t 

saying “No, this is what happened, and I have proof.” 

that he would steal Hitler’s teacup and pee in it. Anyone who 

was too difficult for THEM to hear. Mr. Kaplan hasn’t shared 

me, “In the end, I ju
interview and I had to process a lot.” This was, of course, 

und much to admire in this, writing, “to 

he found in conducting interviews.”



www.manaraa.com

Matthew Gherman’s Experience
Similarly, Gherman’s

—

veteran Tony W., for his master’s thesis, amassing 35 hours 

I don’t take these obstacles as an utter defeat for equal 

–
hing at all about the views of “the enemy.” 
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Gherman’s point is that the intimate, human reality of 

construction of American empire. In Stone’s case, it is a 

about Smedley D. Butler,” Stone said.

Stone’s interview with Tom, who served in the Navy and 

meaningful, shaping Spanton’s sense of self.
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name in his family tree as Tony’s first name was given to 

 Daniel R. Kerr, “Allan Nevins Is Not My Grandfather: 

States,” Oral History Review 43, no. 2 (September 
–

Linda Shopes and Amy Starcheski, “National Co

and Branches of Oral History,” March 3, 2017, 

 opes, “The 

and Community Involvement,” Radical History Review 
–

Alistair Thomson, “Oral History and Community History 

Five Years of Continuity and Change,” Oral History 36, 
–

Maharawal and Erin McElroy, “The Anti

toward Bay Area Housing Justice,” Annals of the 

–

Eugene F. Provenzo et al., “Photography and Oral 

Miami: The StreetWays Project,” Educational Studies 
–

 

R. Miller, “Beyond a Story Well Told: Using Oral 
Histories for Social Justice Curriculum,” Action in 

–

“Civics Voices Profile Activists for Change Around the 
World,” Insights on Law & Society 11, no. 3 (July 2011): 

–

“Celebrating Twenty Years of Honors through Oral 

Documentary,” Honors in Practice 6 (June 2010): 221–

“New Worlds from Old: An Experience in Oral History at 
the Elementary School Level,” A PATHS Project 82 (June 

–

Joan Miller, “Migrant Memories: Creating an Oral 
History,” Part of a Spe

–

Lauderdale, “Future Teachers Recover the Past through 
Oral History,” Journal of Teacher Education 37 (August 

–

 

 

 

 “Scholarly and Journalistic Activities Deemed Not
Be Research,” Text, HHS.gov, July 20, 2018, 

 “CITI Program –
Initiative,” accessed March 6, 2020, 

 “Materials | The Brooklyn College Listening Project,” 

 

 See: “Brooklyn College Listening Project,” accessed 

 



www.manaraa.com

Napoli’s experience, and the enormous success of the 
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